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Minnesota Landscape Design Firm Wins Top Industry Awards 
Minneapolis-based biota wins three 2014 Minnesota Nursery & Landscape Association awards. 

 
(April 25, 2014) MINNEAPOLIS—Landscape design and build firm, biota, won 2014 Minnesota Nursery & 
Landscape Association (MNLA) awards for three projects. The Minnesota Nursery & Landscape 
Association annually honors companies and individuals for environmental activity, innovation in green 
industry business, service to the association, excellence in landscapes and operational excellence. The 
landscape design company was also a recipient of 2009 and 2008 MNLA Awards. 
 
The first winning project is a multi-level outdoor space that features a wood- and gas-fire pizza oven and 
gas grill along with an abundance of storage and prep space. The expansive setting features distinct 
areas for dining, cooking and entertaining. “Our mission is to create outdoor spaces that inspire 
engagement. This client has a real passion for traditional Neapolitan-style pizza and entertaining 
outdoors,” said Jim Saybolt, biota Principal. “They’re thrilled with the outcome.”  
 
The second winning project features a curved terrace and pergola that wrap around the unique curved 
architecture of the home’s exterior. “It’s important that a home’s landscape act as an extension of the 
architecture of the home,” explained biota Principal Steve Modrow. “The curved lines do this as well as 
the stone of the seat wall, which blends seamlessly with the home’s stonework.”  
 
The final winning project borrows lines from Japanese gardens and architecture. “One of the most 
interesting aspects of this project is the custom fence,” said Modrow. “The transparency between the slats 
of the fence manages airflow, which creates a subtle microclimate that allows the Japanese maple to 
thrive in an urban setting.” 
 
The three winning projects have also been featured, along with other landscape design work by biota, in 
Mpls.St.Paul Magazine and Artful Living.  
 
 
 
 
More about The Minnesota Nursery & Landscape Association 
The Minnesota Nursery & Landscape Association is the state's oldest and largest green industry trade 
organization. Started in 1925 as the Minnesota Nurserymen's Association, today MNLA represents and 
serves nursery and greenhouse growers, garden centers, irrigation contractors, industry suppliers and a 
wide range of landscape professionals. The association aims to help these members operate their 
businesses more successfully by providing education, networking, legislative and regulatory 
representation, public relations and financial benefits through group purchasing and other member 
services. 



 

  

 
More about biota 
Based in Minneapolis, biota is an award-winning landscape design and build firm that works on residential 
and commercial projects. Their mission is to create innovative designs that invite interaction and inspire 
the imagination using the highest quality plants, materials and construction techniques. biota maintains 
relationships with clients after installation to ensure the landscape continues to excite with each new 
season. Learn more at biotalandscapes.com. 
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